
Adobe Lightroom 3 - The Missing FAQ

Free sample questions - buy the book from www.lightroomqueen.com

I accidentally deleted my photos from my hard drive and 
I don’t have backups! Can I create JPEGs from Lightroom’s 
previews?

If you’ve deleted your original !les, you don’t have backups, and they’re 

not in the Recycle Bin (Windows) / Trash (Mac), the next thing to check 

is whether the photos are still on the memory card. If you haven’t reshot 

the entire card, it may be possible to rescue some of the original photos 

using recovery software.

If that’s not possible, before you do anything else, close Lightroom, !nd 

the catalog on the hard drive, and duplicate the catalog and previews 

just in case something else goes wrong.

It’s possible to retrieve Lightroom’s previews using Marc Rochkind’s 

free LRViewer software, which can be downloaded from: 

http://basepath.com/ImageIngester/LRViewer-info.php The resulting 

JPEGs will only be the size and quality of the previews, but they’re better 

than nothing.

Having downloaded the software from the link above, install and open 

it. It’ll ask for your catalog location, and once you’ve navigated to your 

catalog, it’ll open into the viewer window. You can then select the 

photos and go to File menu > Export JPEGs… to export the previews to 

the location of your choice.
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