Chapter 8: Export & Editing in Other Programs

Why do my photos look different in Photoshop?

Usually a mismatch in colors is due to either incorrect color profile settings or a
corrupted monitor profile.

For example, a ProPhoto RGB photo mistakenly rendered as sRGB will display as

desaturated and flat.

ProPhoto RGB photo correctly displayed as ProPhoto RGB:
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First, check your color settings.

In Photoshop, go to Edit menu > Color Settings to view this dialog.
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Description

Profile Mismatches - Ask When Opening: When enabled, you will be rotified
whenever the embedded color profile in a newly opered document coes not
match the current working space, and given the option 10 overnde the polcy’s
default mismatch dehavior,

The RGB Working Space is your choice, but whichever you choose to use, you are
best to set the same in Lightroom’s External Editor preferences and Export dialog.
We’ll come to that in a moment.

3 A 2’

Selecting ‘Preserve Embedded Profiles’ and/or checking the ‘Ask When Opening’

for Profile Mismatches in that same dialog will help prevent any profile
mismatches.
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Color Masagemant Policies
RCE: | Preserve Embedded Profiles a

CMYK: | Preserve Embedded Profiles _C)

Gray [ Preserve Embecded Profiles & )

Profile Mismatches Ig Ask When Opening H Ask When Pasting
Missing Profies 'g Ask When Opening

‘Preserve Embedded Profiles’ tells Photoshop to use the profile embedded in the
file regardless of whether it matches your usual working space. ‘Ask When
Opening’ for Profile Mismatches shows you a warning dialog when the embedded
profile doesn’t match your usual working space, and asks you what to do.

Embedded Profile Mismatch

The document “DB05_1025_2276.jpg" has an embedded color
profile that does not match the current RGB working space.
Embedded: Adobe RGB (1998)

Working: ProPhoto RGB

What would you like to do?
() Use the embedded profile (instead of the working space)
(O Convert document's colors to the working space
() Discard the embedded profile (don't color manage)

( Cancel ) 0K

You also need to set your External Editor settings in the Lightroom Preferences
dialog. Itis simplest to use the same color space as you have chosen in
Photoshop.
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80N Preferences

| General  Presets  Import | External Editing | File Handling Interface |

Edit in Adobe Photoshop CS3

File Format: | TIFF vy ' 8-bit files are smaller and more compatible with various progeams
> and plug-ins, but will not preserve fine toral detal as well as 16-bit
data. This is particularly true in wide gamut color spaces such as
Color Space: | ProPhoto RG8 v ' Profhoto RCE.

Bit Depth: | 8 bits/component %)

Resolution: 240

Compression: | None ﬂ

You’ll also want to check the color space that you’re using in the Export dialog,
and again, choose the same color space for photos you are going to open in
Photoshop.

¥ File Settings

Format: | TIFF &) Compression: | None -$)
Color Space: | AdobeRGE (1598) | 3] Bit Depth: | 8 bits/component 3]

As long as your Photoshop and Lightroom color settings match, or you have
Photoshop set to use the embedded profile, your photos should match between
both programs.

Other mismatches when the color settings match correctly can also be due to a
corrupted monitor profile.

See ‘Everything in Lightroom is a funny color, but the original photos look perfect

in other programs, and the exported photos don’t look like they do in Lightroom
ither. Wh | wrong?’ on 2
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